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Code does not reflect 
objective truth  

rather it  
constructs the architecture 

of the digital world



”Code is Law” 
-Lawrence Lessig



Is it an objective exchange  
of ones and zeros,  

or a value-laden  
power struggle  

between  
white male programmers  
and those who think they  
are users, when they are,  

in fact,  
the product being sold. 

?



machine 
organism 

brain 
flux and transformation 

culture 
political system 

instrument of domination 
psychic prison 

carnival

functionalist

interpretive

emancipatory

postmodern
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Functionalist 
dominant view,  
world seen as simple  
and people unitary.  
Code as an 
unproblematic language.



What if the world is complex?
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Functionalist 
Complexity is a solvable 
problem in the right 
hands 
-Jeff Jarvis



Which leads to the question of 
do we agree on how ”good” or 
beneficial ”the code” is today?
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Interpretive 
“We can build, or architect, or code 
cyberspace to protect values that we 
believe are fundamental,  
or we can build, or architect or code 
cyberspace to allow those to disappear… 
… 
There is no choice that does not include 
some kind of building. Code is never 
found; it is only ever made, and only ever 
made by us” - L. Lessig
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”A squirrel dying in your front 
yard may be more relevant to your 
interests right now than people 
dying in Africa.” 
- M. Zuckerberg
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Emancipatory 
Do we decide?  
Who makes the 
development choices in a 
program and what are 
his interests
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Postmodern 
The possibility to use 
creative coding and code 
as part of arts and crafts 
✤ Demistify code 
✤ Remystify and reclaim 

code.
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Creative code may sound like 
an oxymoron, but as in many 
technical processes in the art 
studio, creativity may emerge 
once rules are learned and 
then broken  
- Knochel & Patton

Steve Lambert: Capitalism works for me



Creative coding ? 
❖Exploring digital world 
through coding.  Embodied 
understanding 

❖Disclosing, exposing, 
illustrating something that 
cannot be said otherwise. 

❖code as a material, as a poetry, 
as a tool, as a medium



Graspable digitality






















