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In our paper (2013 New J. Phys. 15 053008), there is a misprint in equation (8). Cross products
in this equation should be replaced by dot products. The corrected form of this equation reads
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Abstract. Here we introduce the concept of ‘optimal particles’ for strong
interactions with electromagnetic fields. We assume that a particle occupies
a given electrically small volume in space and study the required optimal
relations between the particle polarizabilities. In these optimal particles, the
inclusion shape and material are chosen so that the particles extract the maximum
possible power from given incident fields. It appears that for different excitation
scenarios the optimal particles are bianisotropic chiral, omega, moving and
Tellegen particles. The optimal dimensions of resonant canonical chiral and
omega particles are found analytically. Such optimal particles have extreme
properties in scattering (e.g., zero backscattering or invisibility). Planar arrays
of optimal particles possess extreme properties in reflection and transmission
(e.g. total absorption or magnetic-wall response), and volumetric composites
of optimal particles realize, for example, such extreme materials as the chiral
nihility medium.
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1. Introduction

Let us consider an electrically small particle excited by a given external electromagnetic field,
for example, a plane wave. We assume that the particle is electrically small and its response can
be modelled in the dipole (electric and magnetic) approximation. The incident fields polarize
the particle, and we are interested in the question of how this effect can be maximized. Of
course, simply increasing the values of the particle polarizabilities (e.g. increasing the particle
size or bringing it to a resonance), we increase the amplitudes of the excited dipole moments.
But what would be the optimal relation between the polarizabilities of the particle to ensure the
most effective interaction with the incident fields, provided that the overall size of the particle
is fixed and we cannot increase the absolute values of the polarizabilities? In this study, we
consider particles that respond only as electric and magnetic dipoles. If arbitrarily high-order
multipole moments are resonantly excited and contribute to the process of receiving power, there
is no limit on how much power can be absorbed by a finite-size particle. This follows from the
general relation between the maximal absorption cross section s max and gain G of an arbitrary
reciprocal antenna operating in a reciprocal environment (see e.g. [1, equation (2.111)]),
)\2
Sabsmax = G —, (1)
4
where A is the wavelength. This clearly tells the (obvious) fact that received power can be
increased by making the antenna directive, and it is known that in the assumption of perfect
radiation efficiency (no losses in the antenna body), the antenna gain has no upper limit
for a fixed antenna size [2]. However, increasing directivity without increasing antenna size
(realizing super-directive antennas or particles) implies sharp sub-wavelength variations of the
antenna current, which leads to practical limitations. In the microwave region, super-directive
antennas can be realized as antenna arrays (e.g. [3]), while in the optical region standing surface
plasmon—polariton oscillations can be used [4-6].
Here we focus on maximizing the extinction cross section (formula (1) applies to the
absorption cross section) of general dipole particles. Recently, it was noted that the shape
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of chiral particles (e.g. metal helices) can be optimized in such a way that these optimal
helices radiate waves of only one circular polarization, whatever the polarization of the exciting
field [7, 8]. Later, it was shown that the optimal spiral shape corresponds to the maximum
(or minimum, equal zero) reactive energy of the particle in a given plane-wave field [9],
interacting with the wave in the most effective way. It has been therefore established that there
exist particles (and metamaterials formed by these particles) whose properties are optimal for
strong interactions with electromagnetic fields. Furthermore, mixtures of optimal spirals realize
effective media with the index of refraction n = —1 for one of the circular polarizations, while
the same medium is transparent for the orthogonal circular polarization [10]. Analytical and
numerical studies of optimal helical particles have been done in [11]. However, optimal helices
show their optimal and extreme properties only if excited by propagating circularly polarized
plane waves. First steps towards generalizations for other exciting fields have been done
in [12, 13], where the case of linearly polarized evanescent fields has been discussed.

The goal of this work is to find the optimal particles that would interact most effectively
with waves of other polarizations (in particular, linear) and also with both propagating and
evanescent incident fields. We expect that such optimal inclusions will open a way to realizing
particle arrays and volumetric composites with extreme properties, as we see from the known
example of the optimal spiral.

The strength of field—particle interactions can be measured in various ways. Here we define
the optimal particle as one that extracts the maximum (or minimum) power from given incident
fields.

2. General framework

From the known example of the optimal chiral particle it is clear that in order to enhance the
field—particle interaction, we need to design a particle that would be polarizable by both electric
and magnetic fields, and the particle should be bianisotropic, and not just an electrically and
magnetically polarizable inclusion. In the presence of magneto-electric coupling, excitations of
the particle due to the incident electric and magnetic fields can sum up coherently, maximizing
the total excitation. Thus, we assume that the particle for optimally strong interactions with
different kinds of waves is a bianisotropic particle whose electric and magnetic moments are
induced by both electric and magnetic fields E and H. The general polarizability relation can be

written as
p ECC iem E
m ame amm H

where p and m are the induced electric and magnetic dipole moments, respectively, and ; j are
the polarizability dyadics.

Let us define a direction in space (along the unit vector z,) and assume that the particle
is excited by a plane wave propagating along this direction. In other scenarios, we can assume
that the particles form a planar array in the plane orthogonal to z,, or that the particles form
a three-dimensional (3D) periodical crystal forming a half space (or a finite-thickness layer),
with the surface orthogonal to z,. In all these scenarios, the most interesting case is the case of
the uniaxial symmetry of the particles and the polarizability dyadics. To simplify the following
derivations, we will in addition assume that the particle is not excited by the fields directed
along the axis zy. This fully covers the case of excitation by plane waves propagating along
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Table 1. Uniaxial bianisotropic particles.

Main classes of uniaxial bianisotropic particles

Omega Chiral Moving Tellegen

= _ _coy = _ _coT = 0T LicrT = 0T LicrT
Uee =0l Uee = 0cd ] Uee = lgo I +jorgsJ ¢ Oee = Ogo i +joceJ ¢
= _co= = _co= = _co= s T = _co= s T
Omm = ot I Omm = ot I Omm = o Te+jog Jo Omm =op To+jo Jy
Oem = Ume = ]RS¢ Uem = —0me = j& I U = — e = V Jy Uem = Ume = X 1y

the axis z, and the case of the normal incidence on planar arrays and planar interfaces. For the
general excitation, the assumption means that the theory is restricted to ‘planar’ particles, which
feel only the fields in the plane, orthogonal to z,. Thus, we write the polarizability dyadics of
uniaxial bianisotropic particles in the form

= _ _coT g
Uoe = Ol +ag Jy,

amm =(xf§mlt+(x$m.]t, (3)

— . C0: CI‘:
Aem = g Ii+ag, Jy,
= T o T
Ame = o Lo +ap J.

Here, I, = I — 7z is the transverse unit dyadic, 1 is the 3D unit dyadics and J. =12 x I,is the
vector-product operator.

In the following, classification of bianisotropic particles in terms of reciprocity and
the symmetry of their magneto-electric coefficients will be important. We will discuss
two reciprocal classes (chiral and omega) and two non-reciprocal classes (moving and
Tellegen) [14]. For reciprocal particles the electric and magnetic polarizabilities are always
symmetric dyadics, so we keep only «.; and «y  in the expressions for ®ee and Xpm. For non-

m
reciprocal classes, we keep also the anti-symmetric parts o, and o = of these dyadics. The
polarizability dyadics of particles of these four classes are summarized in table 1.
The imaginary units in the notations for the coupling parameters of reciprocal particles
and in the anti-symmetric parts of electric and magnetic polarizabilities are introduced in order
to ensure that the absorption and scattering losses are measured by the imaginary parts of all

the polarizability components. This follows from the general conditions for lossless particles
(e.g. [14]):

Uee = Uy,
amm - amm’ (4)
e = amea

where 7 is the Hermitian conjugate operator (transpose of the complex conjugate).

Next, we specify the assumptions about incident electromagnetic fields. We will study
excitations in the form of plane waves (propagating or evanescent) or their combinations
(standing waves). As the particle reacts on the incident electric and magnetic fields in the x—y
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plane, we separate the fields of a general plane wave in free space into transverse and normal
field components:

H:H[+HZZ(), (5)
E = Et + EZZO’

where
H, = H.xo+ H,Yj, ©

Et:_§'Z0XHt'

We also split the wave vector k of a plane wave into the longitudinal part 8z, and the transverse
part k: k=K, + Bzg, where B = (w*poeo —k2)'/?. The dependence on the coordinates is
exp(—jk - r), and the harmonic time dependence is in the form exp(jwt). The wave impedance
relates the transverse components of the fields, and it can be written as

= kK k x ok, X 7
Z=Zmnv— + _—

™ K2 TE K2
Zou= - )

wWE

wo
Zig = ——

B

Here, Z1y and Zgg are the characteristic impedances for the two linear eigenpolarizations
(transverse electric, TE, and transverse magnetic, TM, waves are defined with respect to the
vector Zg).

Next, we write the general expression for the time-averaged power extracted by the particle
from the incident field (the external field power spent on the excitation of the particle):

p= —%Im{p x E* +m x HY), (8)

where * denotes the complex conjugate operator. Using (2) and (3), the electric and magnetic
moments of bianisotropic particles can be generally written as

€

— co Ccr co Ccr
m=oqa E+o,.20 x E.+o, H+o, z)x H,.

We express the transverse components of the incident field in the Cartesian coordinates x, y,
and substitute these moments in (8). The result reads

@ co 2 cr * co 1 * 1 *
P=——Im{aQ|E|*+2aIm (EXE,) +ol | ———EXE,+ —E,E
2 Ztg © Zmm y

1 1 1 1
_I_a;rn <_Z_|Ey|2 - Z_|Ex|2) +05rcnoe <_Z_*EXE; + ZTE:Ey)
TE ™ TE ™

1 1 1 1
+0lfnre< —E P+ — IEx|2>+0t,°fm< SIE >+ 2IEXIZ)
Z1E Z1y | Z1el | Z1m|

1
+20" Im (—EEy)} . (10)

* X
ZrpZ1y

New Journal of Physics 15 (2013) 053008 (http://www.njp.org/)


http://www.njp.org/

6 I0P Institute of Physics () DEUTSCHE PHYSIKALISCHE GESELLSCHAFT

This is the power extracted by a bianisotropic particle from a given arbitrary polarized
field. In what follows, we will find the optimal relations between the particle polarizabilities
that maximize this value, providing recipes for the design of particles for extremely strong
interactions with electromagnetic fields.

3. Optimal particle classes

Let us assume that the amplitudes of the polarizabilities in (10) are limited or fixed by the
particle size and material. In this situation, it is clear that the topology of the optimal particle
should be chosen so that the terms containing the magneto-electric coefficients would contribute
constructively to the total extracted power. This consideration will determine the optimal
particle classes for different types of excitation, because the impedance values in (10) can take
real or imaginary values for propagating waves or reactive external fields.

3.1. Excitation by linearly polarized propagating waves

If the particle is excited by a linearly polarized propagating plane wave, then the two transverse
field components E, and E, are in phase or out of phase (E,E ;" is a real number), and the wave
impedances Ztg and Zty are real numbers. The expression for the received power in (10) takes
the form

w 2 co
P=—5|Et| Imjog, +2x | —

1 EYE, 1 EXE; 1 |Ey|2 1 |E,?
> T 2 -2V >t 2
Z1e |E Zm |Eq Z1g |Eq Zm |Eq

o ( 1 |Ey|2+ 1 IEXIZ)} (11

TN Zrsl? [Ed? [ Zoml? [E?
The terms related to omega and chiral coupling do not contribute to (11) and the remaining
co- and cross-coupling polarizabilities refer to the Tellegen and moving particles, respectively.
It means that for receiving the maximally possible power from incident propagating linearly

polarized waves, particles with non-reciprocal magneto-electric coupling are required (both
Tellegen and ‘moving’ coupling mechanisms). In the case of an axially incident wave

(propagating along z,) both impedances are equal to ny = ’:—;’, the term concerning the Tellegen
coupling cancels out, and the received power can be written as
2 1
P=-2IE Im{a® - =V +—a@ . (12)
2 No No

Therefore, in the case of an axially incident linearly polarized propagating wave, the optimal
particle class is that of moving particles (non-reciprocal anti-symmetric magneto-electric
coupling).

3.2. Excitation by linearly polarized reactive fields

In the case of reactive linearly polarized fields in free space (e.g., an evanescent plane wave or
a standing linearly polarized wave); the transverse electric and magnetic fields are 90° out of
phase and both impedances Ztg and Zry are purely imaginary. The received power in (10) can

New Journal of Physics 15 (2013) 053008 (http://www.njp.org/)
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be written as

I | EYE, 1 E.E} 1 |E,> 1 |EJ
P =—=|EIm {a® — 2 Im | — 24 2 14+2Q1Im -+ -
2 Ztg |EJ* Zw |E Zrg |E*> Zow [Ed

o ( 1 |Ey|2+ 1 IEXIZ)} (13)

"N Zrl? [Ed? 0 Zoml? [Ed?
We see that in this case the received power can be enhanced by introducing reciprocal chiral
and omega coupling effects. If the two impedances are equal, Ztg = Z1v = Z (e.g. a standing
plane wave at the plane equally distanced from the maxima of the two fields), the term with

the chirality parameter cancels out and we can write an expression analogous to that for the
propagating waves (12):

w 2 co 1 1 co
P=——|E)Im{a®+2QIm( = |+ —a® | (14)
2 Z) |Z)2

We can observe that for optimizing interactions with propagating linearly polarized waves,
non-reciprocal particles are needed, whereas in the case of linearly polarized reactive fields, we
need reciprocal (omega) particles. It is interesting to note that the omega particle was introduced
as a particle strongly interacting with linearly polarized fields [15, 16], but it was noticed that
they are optimal for linearly polarized evanescent fields.

3.3. Excitation by circularly polarized propagating waves

In the general case, we define the circularly polarized incident field as a field configuration
where the electric field vector is circularly polarized in the transverse plane of the particle, that
is, Ey = £jE, (E(E7 is an imaginary number). For circularly polarized waves, the upper and
lower signs correspond to left- and right-hand circularly polarized waves propagating along zy,
respectively. In general, the magnetic field can be elliptically polarized.

For propagating waves, the impedances Ztg 1y are real numbers, and the power extracted
by the particle according to (10) can be written as

w5 1 1 1 1 1 Loap
P=—|E|"Imja; —(VF)| =—+=— |+ o, 5+ N E= U+ —5 .
2 Zre Zm) 2 | Z1el* | Z1™l uh
(15)

Here, the contributing co- and cross-coupling polarizabilities stand for reciprocal (chiral) and
non-reciprocal (moving) classes, and the terms concerning omega and Tellegen properties do
not have any role in interacting with circularly polarized propagating waves. In addition, the
antisymmetric parts of electric and magnetic polarizabilities contribute to the received power.
As can be seen from (15), in the case of axially incident waves, both chiral and moving-particle
coupling terms are essential, and the power can be written as

w 2 1 o
P:—E|Et|zlm{ozgg—%(V:FK)+n—(2)a§fm:|:<a;+ %‘“)} (16)
This is in agreement with the earlier studies of chiral particles as the optimal particles for
interactions with propagating circularly polarized waves [7, 9, 10], where it was assumed that

the particles were reciprocal (that is, parameters V, «; and o,  equal zero).
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3.4. Excitation by circularly polarized evanescent fields

In this case, we assume that the wave impedances are purely imaginary and find that the received
power in (10) can be simplified to

P 2Ermlee+@tmi— s lyloeo (1 b )4 (e %o
= —— m & miy —— E— — o, — .
2 ° X Z1g  Ztm 2 "\ Zwl? | Zul? * 77%

7)

Similarly to the case of propagating circularly polarized waves, both reciprocal and non-
reciprocal magneto-electric coupling contribute to the extracted power, but here we need the
other two classes of magneto-electric coupling: reciprocal omega coupling and non-reciprocal
Tellegen coupling.

4. Optimal reciprocal particles

In the previous section, we found what classes of magneto-electric particles are most suitable
for interactions with different types of exciting fields (propagating versus evanescent, linearly
versus circularly polarized). The next step is to find the optimal particle shapes for these
particles. In this section, we will do it for reciprocal particles: chiral and omega particles,
optimal for circularly polarized propagating waves and evanescent linearly polarized fields.
Optimal chiral particles have been studied earlier [7—11], but in those papers the adopted criteria
for the optimal field—particle interaction were different: earlier introduced optimal helices
react only on circularly polarized waves of one of the two orthogonal polarizations and store
the maximum reactive field defined in the quasi-static approximation. With this in view, we
will compare our results for the optimal dimensions of helices optimized in the sense of the
maximum extracted power from the incident fields.

It is possible to determine the optimal shape of electrically small reciprocal particles under
quite general assumptions thanks to the existence of the so-called ‘hierarchy of polarizabilities’.
Considering the particle size (d) normalized to the free-space wavelength d/A as a small
parameter, it is known that the electric polarizability is the strongest (exists even in the zero-
frequency limit), then comes the cross-coupling coefficient (a first-order spatial dispersion
effect of the order of d/A), and the weakest effect is the artificial magnetism (a second-order
effect of the order of (d/A)?) [14, 17-20]. To estimate the polarizabilities and find the optimal
particle shape analytically, we will use the antenna model for thin-wire scatterers (chiral and
omega) [20]. We will see that the solution for the optimal particle shape will define an optimal
value for the ‘scaling parameter’ for the polarizabilities of reciprocal particles.

4.1. Chiral particles

According to the above results, chiral particles can be optimized for interactions with
propagating circularly polarized waves. As a particular example of a small chiral particle,
interacting with fields in the microwave region, we will consider the well-known metal canonical
particle shown in figure 1. This particle can be viewed as a connection of two small wire
antennas: a short electric dipole antenna of length 2/ < A and a small loop antenna with the
radius a < A [20]. The plane of the loop is orthogonal to the electric dipole antenna. This
simple shape of a metal helix was probably introduced for the first time by Jaggard ef al [21]

New Journal of Physics 15 (2013) 053008 (http://www.njp.org/)
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Figure 1. Canonical chiral particle. A uniaxial particle with the polarizabilities
defined in table 1 can be formed by adding a second identical particle rotated by
90° around the axis z.

and then used in a number of studies as a canonical example of a chiral particle that allows
simple analytical solutions for its polarizabilities (see e.g. [14, 20] and references therein).

In terms of the parameters of the two small antennas forming the particle, the
polarizabilities along axis x can be written as [20]

12
e =7 oyA ,
. . koS
Qem = JK = iJoeeenoT, (18)
Umm — Uee nUT .

Here, Z, is the total impedance of the particle (the sum of the input impedances of the loop and
electric dipole antennas), S = ma? is the loop area and ky = w. /€y, is the free-space wave
number. At the resonance of the particle, Z,, = Ry +jX ot 1S @ real number, which is non-
zero because of inevitably present scattering losses even in the absence of absorption in the
particle. Thus, at the resonance frequency, the electric and magnetic polarizabilities ®ce, C/mm
and the coupling (chirality) parameter « are imaginary and, as can be seen from (15), all of
them contribute to absorption of field energy.
The received power (15) can be written as

o o . I B B 1
P=—2IE Im e i (ot —— )+ e r—— )b a9
2 Ztg  Zm 2 | Z1el* | Z1ml

Substituting the characteristic impedances from (7), we obtain the received power at the
resonance frequency as

12 1 koS k 1 (koS\? /B k2
P=—E/ — {1+-= LA PSR WAL AL (20)
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We simplify our problem assuming that the incidence direction is orthogonal to the induced
electric and magnetic moments (along the axis z of figure 1), which means 8 = k. The received
power simplifies to

12 1 koS (koS\*
P:§|Et|2 {1+2°—+<L> } 1)

Riot ! !

For particles without absorption loss, R is only due to the scattering loss, and its value is
known from the theory of small antennas (e.g. [22, 23]):

Mo
Ro= o (kg!* + k3 S?) . (22)

Substituting this value, after some simple algebra, we find P as

4l<k 1)2
El> 6 w\a~
p Bl Oom |, A4

2 4
2 770k0 12+ i (& . l)
A2 \4

Here we have used the resonance condition for the particle: at the fundamental resonance
frequency, the total (stretched) length 2/ + 2w a of the wire is approximately A /2. To determine
the optimal relation between / and a that would bring the received power P to an extremum, we
calculate its derivative with respect to / and equate it to zero under the condition of resonance.
This determines the optimal dimensions:

(23)

A
lopt=<2—~/§>z,

V3-1x

4

This corresponds to the optimal value of the ‘scaling factor’ koS// =1 in (21), which means
that all the normalized polarizabilities of optimal chiral particles are equal:

1

Nolee = FK = n_amm- (25)
0

This last result coincides with that in [7, 9, 10] and the optimal dimensions (24) are the
same as found in [11], but in all these earlier papers the optimal particles were defined as
those interacting only with circularly polarized waves of one of the two eigenpolarizations.
Now, we see that these particles are also optimal in the sense of the maximum received power.
The physical nature of this optimal behaviour of helices is simple: in one extreme case the
electromotive forces induced by electric and magnetic incident fields cancel out, and the total
induced current is zero, while in the other extreme case the two forces sum up in phase and
interaction is optimally enhanced. Thus, we see that all the known definitions of optimal chiral
particles lead to the same solution for the particle shape and to the same general balance relation
between the polarizabilities (25), if the incident wave propagates along the particle axis. Note
that, in general, the optimal particle dimensions depend not only on the frequency, but also
on the transverse wave number (the incidence direction) of the exciting plane wave, as is seen
from (20).

(24)

Aopt =
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X

Figure 2. Canonical omega particle. A uniaxial particle with the polarizabilities
defined in table 1 can be formed by adding a second identical particle rotated by
90° around the axis z.

4.2. Omega particles

Here, we will find the optimal shape of an omega particle, which, according to section 3,
will optimally interact with evanescent linearly polarized waves and reactive linearly polarized
fields. Let us consider a canonical omega particle [14—16] whose shape is shown in figure 2.
Similarly to the canonical chiral particle considered above, this is a connection of two small
antennas: an electric dipole and a small loop, but now the particle is planar and the induced
electric and magnetic moments are orthogonal.

For simplification of derivations, we suppose that this particle is excited by a linearly
polarized evanescent plane wave with the fields

Ht = HXX(),

Et == E yy().
In this case, the incident electric field is parallel to the electric dipole antenna and the magnetic
field is orthogonal to the loop plane. Because the only difference with the earlier considered
canonical chiral particle is the mutual orientation of the wire and loop antennas, we can use the

same expressions for the polarizabilities as in (18) (neglecting the electric polarization of the
loop) [14]:

(26)

12
aee - _J a)Ztot ’
) ) koS
Oem = J$2 = —JeeTlo 27)
Omm = ee 7707 .

The fields exponentially decay along the positive direction of the z-axis and the transverse
wave vector is directed along x, with k, > ko. The wave impedance for this evanescent wave
is Ztg = wpo/ B, where

. k2
B = nko = jn ko = jko k—tz -1 (28)
0
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is the imaginary propagation constant of the evanescent wave, and the imaginary value of
n = jn” represents the effective refractive index. From (13), we can write the power received
by the particle as

P wmuﬁm{ m+2th{ 1}+-“$“} (29)
=—— o — .
2 * Zte) | Zgl?

Using the expressions for the polarizabilities of omega particles (27), we are ready to find the
received power at the particle resonance:

12 1 —iBS  [—iBS\’
P = —|E,|? 1+2 ) 30
3 |E| R { + ] + ( ] ) (30)

For the resonant particle the stretched wire length is approximately A /2, meaning that the dipole
length and the loop radius should satisfy the relation

A
l+ma= 1 (31)
Substituting in (30), we obtain
2
" (a0 )
[“’:(Z_O}
3
P:;%MF« TSR (32)
oo 2+ (22
A2\ 4

Equating the derivative of P with respect to / to zero, we can easily find the optimal values of /
and a for which P has the extremum value

Lo = [0 41 = V"7 +2)|
—n"+/n"(n" +2) A

b4 4

Actually, in most cases the electric polarizability of omega particles significantly depends on the
electric response of the loop part, so that the parameter / in (27) is an equivalent size that depends
also on the loop diameter (see the more detailed discussion in [14, section 7.1.4]). However,
comparing simplified and complete analytical models as well as numerical simulations, we have
noticed that the present simplified theory successfully predicts the optimal dimensions with an
accuracy of about 10%.

From the last result, it is clear that for different values of the transverse wave number
(different decay rates) the optimal dimensions are different. For the interesting special case in
which the effective refractive index equals unity in the absolute value, n = %j (corresponding
to k., = ﬁko), we note that the optimal ‘scaling factor’ kyS/l = 1, and the necessary condition
for the polarizabilities of the optimal omega particle in (27) reads

’

Al >

(33)

Aopt =

1
Nolee = +Q = n_arnm- (34)
0

This is again the same balance relation as for the optimal chiral particle excited by a plane wave
in free space (refractive index n = 1), indicating that the optimal response corresponds to all the
normalized polarizabilities being equal.
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5. General definition of optimal and balanced particles

The above two examples of reciprocal bianisotropic particles, optimized for the maximum
power extracted from the incident fields (section 4), show that the optimal response is related to
the condition of balanced reactions to electric and magnetic fields. According to (25) and (34),
all the normalized polarizabilities of these optimal particles are equal. Some examples of special
properties of particles with balanced response to electric and magnetic excitations are known
from the literature. For the simplest case of the absence of magneto-electric coupling, the
balance condition nyaee = (1/1m0)mm corresponds to the Huygens particle, also called a self-
dual particle, e.g. [24-27]. These particles have the interesting property of zero backscattering
amplitude. Special properties of small chiral particles with balanced polarizabilities are also
known, e.g. [7, 10]. In addition to the property of maximized or minimized strength of
particle—field interactions, these particles are most suitable for realizing artificial materials
with negative refractive index using the ‘chiral route’ [10, 28-32]. It appears that the optimal
chiral particle exhibits chiral effects with extreme strength: the optical activity in chiral media
is caused by the difference in the propagation constants of circularly polarized modes with
opposite handedness, and composites of balanced chiral particles can be engineered so that
these two propagation constants differ by sign [10, 29]. In particular, it is possible to realize
media with the effective refractive index n = %1 for the two modes (in the assumption of small
losses). Furthermore, the use of optimal chiral particles makes it possible to design single-
layer polarization-transformation sheets, e.g. [33]. These examples of balanced chiral particles
show that the optimization for the maximized power, extracted by the particle from the incident
field, gives rise to a number of extreme electromagnetic properties of such particles and their
ensembles.

In this paper, we have identified the classes of optimal particles for the most general
uniaxial bianisotropic particles, including non-reciprocal particles. We have seen that the
requirement for optimal interaction of omega particles with exciting fields also leads to the
condition of balanced polarizabilities for the special case of the effective refractive index equal
to n = £j (unity in the absolute value). We expect that not only known chiral particles with
balanced polarizabililies show extreme and useful electromagnetic properties, but also particles
of all the other classes, provided that their polarizabilities are balanced. This expectation
is supported by our recent studies of scattering by individual uniaxial particles and infinite
periodical planar arrays [34, 35]. In these studies, we have found that conditions for zero
forward or backward scattering from general uniaxial particles lead to the requirement of
balanced polarizabilities. Also, it appears that the requirements of perfect absorption, full
transmission or full reflection from arrays of small particles (both reciprocal and non-reciprocal)
again lead to the same condition of optimal balanced polarizabilities. Based on the above
observations, we suggest introducing the notion of the balanced particle as the particle with
balanced polarizabilities for all classes of uniaxial particles, listed in table 1. This condition can
be expressed in the general case as

1
Noee = Tdem = :l:n_(xmm- (35)
0

The magneto-electric parameter o, can be any of the four possible coupling parameters: the
chirality parameter «, the omega parameter €2, the Tellegen parameter y and the velocity
parameter V. From the known extreme properties of balanced chiral particles in the field of
propagating circularly polarized waves, we expect that the balanced particles of other classes
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will show extreme responses when excited by the incident fields of other polarizations and by
reactive fields, according to the particle classes identified in section 3. Finally, we note that in
many cases the balanced particles satisfy conditions of maximal or minimal received power,
meaning that they are also the optimal particles for interactions with incident fields of various
types, according to the classes identified above.

6. Conclusion

In summary, we have introduced the concept of balanced and optimal particles and composite
materials for interactions with propagating or evanescent fields of linear and circular
polarizations. Optimal particles extract maximum power from the incident electromagnetic
fields (for a given overall size and the resonant frequency of the inclusion). Apparently, these
particles are also the optimal radiators of power. We have shown that the most interesting
optimal reciprocal particles have all the polarizabilities equal (or they differ only by sign). We
call such sets of polarizabilities ‘balanced’. It is expected that the use of balanced and optimal
particles especially in the design of artificial electromagnetic materials will allow optimization
of electromagnetic performance of various devices, where the material or layer is interacting
with various types of electromagnetic waves (antennas, absorbers, sensors, lenses and so on).

References

[1] Balanis C A 1982 Antenna Theory: Analysis and Design 2nd edn (New York: Wiley)
[2] Bouwkamp C J and de Bruijn N G 1945/46 The problem of optimum antenna current distribution Philips Res.
Rep. 1 135-58
[3] Salt H 1977 Practical realization of superdirective arrays Radio Electron. Eng. 47 143-56
[4] Yang T, Chen H, Luo X and Ma H 2008 Superscatterer: enhancement of scattering with complementary media
Opt. Exp. 16 18545-50
[5] NgJ, Chen H and Chan C T 2009 Metamaterial frequency-selective superabsorber Opt. Lett. 34 6446
[6] Pendry J, Aubry A, Smith D R and Maier S A 2012 Transformation optics and subwavelength control of light
Science 337 549-51
[7] Semchenko I V, Khakhomov S A and Samofalov A L 2004 Radiation of circularly polarized electromagnetic
waves by the artificial flat lattice with two-turn helical elements 10th Int. Conf. on Complex Media and
Metamaterials (Ghent, Belgium) pp 236-9
[8] Semchenko I V, Khakhomov S A and Samofalov A L 2009 Optimal helix shape: equality of dielectric,
magnetic and chiral susceptibilities Russ. Phys. J. 52 472-8
[9] Semchenko I V, Khakhomov S A and Samofalov A L 2008 Optimal shape of spiral: equality of dielectric,
magnetic and chiral properties NATO ARW and META (Marrakesh, Morocco) pp 71-80
[10] Semchenko I V, Khakhomov S A and Tretyakov S A 2009 Chiral metamaterial with unit negative refraction
index Eur. Phys. J. 46 32607
[11] Saenz E, Semchenko I, Khakhomov S, Guven K, Gonzalo R, Ozbay E and Tretyakov S 2008 Modelling of
spirals with equal dielectric, magnetic and chiral susceptibilities Electromagnetics 28 476-93
[12] Tretyakov S A 2010 The optimal material for interactions with linearly polarized electromagnetic waves 4th
Int. Congress on Advanced Electromagnetic Materials in Microwaves and Optics (Karlsruhe, Germany)
pp 65-7
[13] Tretyakov S 2011 Bianisotropic materials optimized for strong interactions with electromagnetic fields Probl.
Phys. Math. Techn. 2 49-51 (available at http://mi.mathnet.ru/pfmt106)
[14] Serdyukov A N, Semchenko I V, Tretyakov S A and Sihvola A 2001 Electromagnetics of Bi-Anisotropic
Materials: Theory and Applications (Amsterdam: Gordon and Breach)

New Journal of Physics 15 (2013) 053008 (http://www.njp.org/)


http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/ree.1977.0021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OE.16.018545
http://dx.doi.org/10.1364/OL.34.000644
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1220600
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11182-009-9249-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/epjap:2008131
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02726340802322528
http://mi.mathnet.ru/pfmt106
http://www.njp.org/

15 I0P Institute of Physics () DEUTSCHE PHYSIKALISCHE GESELLSCHAFT

[15] Saadoun M M I and Engheta N 1992 A reciprocal phase shifter using novel pseudochiral or 2 medium
Microw. Opt. Technol. Lett. 5 184-8

[16] Tretyakov S A and Sochava A A 1993 Proposed composite material for non-reflecting shields and antenna
radomes Electron. Lett. 29 1048-9

[17] Buckingham A D and Stiles P J 1972 Magnetic multipoles and the ‘pseudo-contact’ chemical shift Mol. Phys.
24 99-108

[18] Graham E B and Pierrus J 1992 Multipole moments and Maxwell equations J. Phys. B: At. Mol. Opt. Phys.
25 4673-84

[19] Raab R E and De Lange O L 2004 Multipole Theory in Electromagnetism: Classical, Quantum and Symmetry
Aspects, with Applications (Oxford: Oxford University Press)

[20] Tretyakov S A, Mariotte F, Simovski C R, Kharina T G and Heliot J-P 1996 Analytical antenna model
for chiral scatterers: comparison with numerical and experimental data IEEE Trans. Antennas Propag.
44 1006-14

[21] Jaggard D L, Mickelson A R and Papas C H 1979 On electromagnetic waves in chiral media Appl. Phys.
18 211-6

[22] Schelkunoff S A and Friis H T 1952 Antennas: Theory and Practice (New York: Wiley)

[23] Lo Y T and Lee S W 1988 Antenna Handbook: Theory, Applications and Design (New York: Van Nostrand-
Reinold)

[24] Lindell I V, Sihvola A, Yl&-Oijala P and Wallén H 2009 Zero backscattering from self-dual objects of finite
size IEEE Trans. Antennas Propag. 57 2725-31

[25] Jin P and Ziolkowski R W 2010 Metamaterial-inspired, electrically small Huygens sources /IEEE Antennas
Wirel. Propag. Lett. 9 501-5

[26] Karilainen A and Tretyakov S A 2012 Circularly polarized receiving antenna incorporating two helices to
achieve low backscattering /[EEE Trans. Antennas Propag. 60 3471-5

[27] Niemi T, Alitalo P, Karilainen A O and Tretyakov S A 2012 Electrically small Huygens source antenna for
linear polarization IET Microw. Antennas Propag. 6 735-9

[28] Bokut B V, Gvozdev V V and Serdyukov A N 1981 Peculiar waves in naturally gyrotropic media J. Appl.
Spectrosc. 34 460-5

[29] Tretyakov S, Nefedov I, Sihvola A, Maslovski S and Simovski C 2003 Waves and energy in chiral nihility
J. Electromag. Waves Appl. 17 695-706

[30] Pendry J B 2004 A chiral route to negative refraction Science 306 13535

[31] Tretyakov S, Sihvola A and Jylhd L 2005 Backward-wave regime and negative refraction in chiral composites
Photon. Nanostruct.-Fundam. Appl. 3 107-15

[32] Marqués R, Jelinek L and Mesa F 2007 Negative refraction from balanced quasui-planar chiral inclusions
Microw. Opt. Technol. Lett. 49 2606-9

[33] Niemi T, Karilainen A O and Tretyakov S A 2012 Synthesizing a twist polarizer AP-S/URSI Int. Symp.
Antennas and Propagation Society pp 1-2

[34] Vehmas J, Ra’di Y, Karilainen A and Tretyakov S A 2012 Eliminating electromagnetic scattering from small
particles arXiv:1210.8328

[35] Ra’di Y, Asadchy V S and Tretyakov S A 2012 Total absorption of electromagnetic waves in ultimately thin
layers arXiv:1211.3549

New Journal of Physics 15 (2013) 053008 (http://www.njp.org/)


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mop.4650050412
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/el:19930699
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00268977200101281
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0953-4075/25/21/030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/8.504309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00934418
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2009.2027180
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/LAWP.2010.2051311
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2012.2196958
http://dx.doi.org/10.1049/iet-map.2011.0551
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00614234
http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/156939303322226356
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1104467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.photonics.2005.09.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mop.22736
http://arxiv.org/abs/1210.8328
http://arxiv.org/abs/1211.3549
http://www.njp.org/

