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Abstract
We present recent highlights from the most recent operation phases of Wendelstein 7-X, the
most advanced stellarator in the world. Stable detachment with good particle exhaust, low
impurity content, and energy confinement times exceeding 100 ms, have been maintained for
tens of seconds. Pellet fueling allows for plasma phases with reduced ion-temperature-gradient
turbulence, and during such phases, the overall confinement is so good (energy confinement
times often exceeding 200 ms) that the attained density and temperature profiles would not
have been possible in less optimized devices, since they would have had neoclassical transport
losses exceeding the heating applied in W7-X. This provides proof that the reduction of
neoclassical transport through magnetic field optimization is successful. W7-X plasmas
generally show good impurity screening and high plasma purity, but there is evidence of
longer impurity confinement times during turbulence-suppressed phases.

Keywords: magnetic confinement, stellarator, Wendelstein 7-X, divertor, detachment,
neoclassical optimization

(Some figures may appear in colour only in the online journal)

1. Introduction

Wendelstein 7-X (W7-X), which has a magnetic field strength
of 2.5 T and a plasma volume of 30 m3, started operation
in 2015 [1–5]. Its mission is manifold, but can be broadly
summarized as delivering experimental proof that the opti-
mized stellarator concept is a viable and attractive concept for
a fusion power plant, and that the computational optimization
approach taken can be successful, despite the complex and rich
physics phenomena observed in fusion plasmas. In contrast to
most other magnetic confinement fusion concepts being pur-
sued, the confinement and stability of a stellarator plasma is
primarily dictated by the details of the vacuum magnetic field
geometry and topology, and less by self-consistent plasma
effects. In particular, the stellarator does not rely on driven

currents parallel to the vacuum magnetic field for confinement.
This makes a stellarator, once built, less flexible than a toka-
mak, but all the more computationally tractable. The compu-
tational optimization approach for the stellarator requires that
the magnetic topology be created from the external coils with
high accuracy to keep error fields small. In stellarators, error
fields can be measured (through the use of flux surface map-
ping), and corrected (e.g. using relatively simple trim coils) to
a very high accuracy, as was done in W7-X before first plasma
operation [6].

The lack of driven parallel currents gives the stellarator its
well-known and well-established advantages of steady-state
capability, a lack of runaway electron damage during dis-
ruptions, and, at the power-plant stage, significantly lower
recirculating power. W7-X is a particularly clear example of
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the computational approach and the relatively small effects
of parallel plasma currents, since it was optimized to mini-
mize plasma-generated parallel equilibrium currents, i.e. the
bootstrap- and Pfirsch–Schlüter currents. The successful min-
imization of bootstrap current was experimentally demon-
strated early in operation [5]. Two further—and particularly
important—experimental demonstrations of the W7-X opti-
mization will be summarized here: the successful reduction of
neoclassical transport [7], and efficient operation of the island
divertor [8, 9].

Important insights gained with respect to turbulent trans-
port, and the role of impurities will also be presented. These
represent examples of physics issues that are less well under-
stood than e.g. neoclassical transport, and are therefore more
challenging to optimize for. These days, computational tools
exist that can address issues such as turbulence suppression
[10], but such tools were not available, or were only in their
nascence, at the time that the W7-X design was computation-
ally optimized two decades ago.

The results reported here were obtained in operation phases
1.2a in 2017, and 1.2b in 2018, which were performed after the
installation of a full set of in-vessel components, in particular
ten passively cooled fine-grain graphite test divertor units, and
upgrades to the heating and fueling systems, including higher
ECRH power, and the addition of NBI heating, pellet fueling,
and density control using several different gas fueling systems
(e.g. [11]). Despite the lack of active cooling, plasma pulses up
to 100 s were successfully sustained [12] at 2 MW of heating,
and also plasmas exceeding 30 s duration at 5 MW of heat-
ing, of which more than 26 s were with divertor detachment
[8, 9]. The device is now being upgraded again, this time with
a full set of water-cooled plasma-facing components, diver-
tor cryopumps, and extensions of fueling and heating systems.
Once completed, the device will be commissioned and restart
plasma operation in 2022, having reached the hardware capa-
bilities allowing for the exploration of higher-performance,
near-steady-state plasmas.

2. Divertor operation

During attached operation, large wetted areas were seen, in
particular in the standard magnetic configuration for W7-X
(for a description of various magnetic configurations in W7-
X, see [13]. These routinely exceeded 1 m2, and showed a
tendency to increase with heating power, giving hope that high-
power operation will be safe even at high heating power lev-
els with the water-cooled divertor currently being installed,
whose specified maximum heat flux is 10 MW m−2 [14].
This appears to be possible also for discharges exceeding the
10 MW plasma heating originally specified as the power level
for quasi-steady-state operation). As reported earlier [15], the
heat load patterns generally agree very well with numerical
predictions, but there were some surprises which have largely
been understood at this point [16–18].

The wetted area in a divertor can be thought of as a result
of the balance in the scrape-off layer (SOL) between parallel
transport (free-streaming toward the targets) and perpendicu-
lar transport. The long connection lengths in the W7-X SOL

[19] should allow for a wide SOL in W7-X [20], but this width
depends also on the radial transport. Using a combination of
stationary, divertor-target-integrated Langmuir probes, and a
reciprocating Langmuir probe at the outer midplane, experi-
ments have been performed that shed light on transport in the
W7-X SOL [21, 22]. Localized density perturbations, usually
referred to as blobs, in W7-X are, as expected, highly elon-
gated along the magnetic field. Their perpendicular motion
is primarily poloidal, and does not show the strong radial
(perpendicular to the outer flux surfaces) ‘ballistic’ nature
seen in tokamaks [23]. Nonetheless, the large wetted areas
observed indicate that radial transport in the W7-X SOL is still
substantial.

In a fusion reactor, the longevity of a divertor depends
not only on the heat flux being low enough that the plasma-
facing material temperatures can be kept below their melting
or ablation points, but also that the plasma temperatures are
low enough that physical sputtering, primarily caused by ions
accelerated through the sheath potential, is negligible. Heat
fluxes as well as plasma temperatures at the divertor targets
are benign if divertor detachment can be achieved. In W7-
X, stable and complete detachment was achieved routinely.
The pumping efficiency was initially relatively low [15, 24]
but it significantly improved later, after boronization allowed
a reduction of the radiating mantle of oxygen and carbon, for
reasons at least partly related to better divertor plugging [15],
but other mechanisms have also been identified [25]. Detach-
ment with high pumping efficiency was achieved for up to 26 s
at a heating power of 5 MW with a very low impurity con-
tent [10] (figure 1), indicating control of divertor-heat-flux,
plasma density, and impurity content, and giving confidence
for reaching the foreseen high-performance,quasi-steady-state
(30 min) discharges in the future [26].

The performance of the W7-X divertor, and the behavior
and parameters of the edge- and SOL plasma are now under-
stood in quite some detail (e.g. [28]), thanks to measurements
from a suite of diagnostics (e.g. [29–32]) as well as further
modeling. The discharge of figure 1 approached steady-state in
terms of the overall particle inventory, including the substantial
inventory of hydrogen in the mostly graphite-based plasma-
facing components, and toward the end of the discharge, the
measured rate of particle exhaust through the divertor turbop-
umps was almost equal to the actively injected particle rate, as
seen in figure 2.

Detailed two-dimensional patterns of particle flow paral-
lel to the magnetic field have now been measured in the
SOL of W7-X using a coherence imaging spectroscopy (CIS)
diagnostic [29, 30, 33, 34]. Multiple counter-streaming C2+

impurity flows are seen—and in most cases closely agree
with numerical predictions. The experiments performed in
the last operational campaign show that the C2+ impurities
are well-coupled to the flows of the main ions and generally
stream toward the nearest divertor target, as measured along
the magnetic field. CIS 2D measurements have also been per-
formed in reversed-field experiments, showing measurable dif-
ferences to forward-field flows. This indicates that perpendic-
ular drifts—presumably E × B drift—should be included in
future SOL modeling. Recent investigations [29] show that the
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Figure 1. Main parameters for the discharge that was stably detached with good particle exhaust, low impurity content, stable density and
stored energy for more than 28 s, until the pre-programmed discharge end [10]. First panel shows heating power, radiated power, and total
power to the divertors. Second panel shows energy confinement time (in milliseconds, left side), and central electron- and ion temperatures
in keV. The third panel shows the line-integrated density in blue, and the central electron density (measured with Thomson scattering 27,
showing some variation primarily due to statistics). The fourth panel shows Zeff, the fifth the sub-divertor neutral pressure (in Pa), and the
sixth the peak heat flux on the divertor measured with IR cameras.

particle parallel flow velocities are sensitive to electron density
variations, and a significant drop in flow velocity is seen to be a
clear indicator of the onset of detachment, and thus provides a
second, independent signal, in addition to the infrared camera
measurements of divertor heat flux, for detachment detection
and control.

3. High-performance discharges and proof of
neoclassical optimization

High-performancedischarges, such as the earlier-reported stel-
larator triple-product record discharge which exceeded 6 ×
1019 keV m−3 s [35], give us the opportunity to prove that
the optimization for reduced neoclassical transport in W7-X
was successful [7]. In figure 3, we present one such high-
performance discharge, which is comparable to the already-
published triple-product-record discharge, with a very similar
confinement time, but with a somewhat higher density, and

somewhat lower ion temperature: for this discharge, the tem-
peratures were approximately 2.5 keV for ions and 3 keV
for electrons in the center, whereas the plasma density was
1 × 1020 m−3 in the core. The discharge was heated with
4.5 MW of heating, and had an energy confinement time of
0.23 s corresponding to about 1.2 times the energy confinement
time expected from the ISS04 stellarator scaling [36]. Values at
the ISS04 scaling or slightly above are broadly consistent with
tokamak H-mode plasmas, as shown in figure 4 of reference
[5]. For other, less optimized stellarators scaled to the W7-
X plasma volume and magnetic field strength, similar plasma
temperature and density profiles would have required signif-
icantly higher heating power to balance neoclassical trans-
port, in particular in the mid-radius (strong gradient) region, as
shown on the right-hand side of the figure. High-performance
discharges are generally characterized by core density peak-
ing, and a reduction of turbulent density fluctuations. Without
such turbulence reduction, the central ion temperature appears
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Figure 2. For the detached discharge in figure 1, the particle fueling
rate (in red) was only slightly higher than the particle exhaust rate
(green) toward the end of the discharge, indicating that a
steady-state inventory was nearly reached, and that wall-absorption
was playing a minor role.

to be clamped to approximately 2 keV [37, 38]. These findings
are consistent with W7-X transport usually being dominated
by ion-temperature-gradient (ITG) turbulence, but stabilized
by strong density gradients in a so-called stability valley [39]
as exemplified in figure 4 for the W7-X standard configura-
tion. The smaller linear growth rates in the stability valley have
been shown in nonlinear gyrokinetic turbulence simulations to
translate to lower saturated transport rates and are not due to
radial electric field effects [40].

Although there are a number of examples of discharges,
or discharge periods, with good performance (comparable to
what is just described), and these show good reproducibility,
the majority of discharges in W7-X were performed without
pellet injection and show strong turbulent transport, and rela-
tively low particle and energy confinement times, see figure 5.
These are usually also characterized by electron temperatures
being significantly larger than ion temperatures—related to
the ion temperature clamping just mentioned. The difference
between these two classes of discharges (well-confined with
Te close to T i, or poorly confined with Te greater than T i),
and the often rather fast transitions between these two states,
lead one to think of them as bistable states and speculate to
what degree the underlying dynamics may display hystere-
sis, as is seen in other situations, such as L-mode to H-mode
dynamics. In the following we will present a heuristic expla-
nation of why the discharges tend to end up in one or the
other situation in W7-X. Many of the pieces of this puzzles
are themselves solidly established and have been published in
the literature.

We start with the sources for particles and energy in W7-X
plasmas. Most discharges are heated primarily or exclusively
by ECRH. This heating source heats exclusively the electrons,
and the absorption is usually close to the plasma center. Most
discharges are fueled with gas puffing from either the main
gas inlet systems (with gas nozzles residing more than a meter

away from the last closed flux surface), or the divertor gas
inlet system (with gas nozzles residing just a few centimeters
away from the last closed flux surface). With a central heat
source, exclusively onto the electrons, and a peripheral par-
ticle source, it is to be expected that the density profiles are
relatively flat, and that the electron temperature profile is cen-
trally peaked. These profiles therefore bring the plasma close
to the left ‘red shoulder’ in figure 3, where the ITG growth rate
is substantial. One therefore expects high ITG turbulence, i.e.
large ion thermal losses and low particle confinement time. The
latter perpetuates (or even strengthens) the flat density profiles,
whereas the former leads to the ion temperatures to go down,
or stay low. Although this reduces the ion temperature gradi-
ent (stabilizing for ITG) it also increases the Te/T i ratio, which
is destabilizing for ITG [37, 38]. Therefore, the flattening and
decrease of the ion temperature profiles is stronger than one
would expect from figure 4 alone.

The interconnectedness of various effects leading to rel-
atively low confinement and depressed ion temperatures is
illustrated in figure 5 below.

A scatter plot of triple products for discharges without pel-
let injection is shown in figure 6 below. A general tendency
for improved triple products at higher densities is seen, but
performance is well below expectations based on neoclassical
transport estimates. These discharges in general have relatively
flat density profiles. One exception is NBI heated discharges
which often display peaked density profiles. In figure 7, they do
not stand out as having improved confinement, but it should be
cautioned that their triple products are likely underestimated,
since port losses, shine-through, and fast ion losses were not
taken into account when calculating their confinement times.
Neutral beam power deposition simulations are still under-
going validation [41, 42]. NBI results are discussed also in
section 5.

Recent progress in our understanding of the scaling of con-
finement with density can be found in reference [43] and will
also be briefly discussed in section 7.

This ‘vicious cycle’ shown in figure 5 can be broken if a
powerful central particle source is added:

As the density begins to peak, the profiles move in to the
‘stability valley’ on figure 4, the ITG turbulence reduces, the
ion temperature can increase and approach the electron tem-
perature and this further stabilizes the ITG. Moreover, with
the significantly improved particle confinement (combined
with the central particle source), the density peaking is more
easily maintained. This allows for further ion temperature
peaking without exiting the ‘stability valley’. In OP1.2 the den-
sity peaking was achieved using the blower-gun pellet injec-
tion system [44], which, despite its shortcomings (relatively
low pellet injection speed of 300 m s−1, and only of order 40
pellets available per discharge), allowed for high-performance
phases to be achieved on numerous occasions, albeit only with
short duration (less than 1 s). In figure 7 discharges with pel-
let injection have been added to the scatter plot from figure 6,
clearly showing their higher performance.

Our heuristic description of the ‘virtuous cycle’ induced by
pellet injection is illustrated in figure 8 below.
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Figure 3. Proof of successful reduction of neoclassical transport in W7-X: left: the temperature (top) and density profiles (middle) in
discharge 20180918.045 for the time window around t ∼ 3.35 s: for W7-X (bottom left), the neoclassical transport is shown with solid a
solid black line, calculated from the measured density and temperature profiles, with error bars in green. It accounted for a relatively small
fraction of the radial transport of the 4.5 MW of ECRH deposited in the central region. For less optimized devices (right panels), such
plasma values would not have been achievable at 4.5 MW of heating, since the neoclassical transport loss rate would have exceeded the
applied heating power significantly. Dotted lines: the heating power density integrated up to the given normalized radius.

4. Impurity confinement

The virtuous cycle has one downside—it is not entirely virtu-
ous—and the vicious cycle has its advantages:

During the vicious cycle, impurity particle confinement
times are low, of order the energy confinement time, and no
significant impurity accumulation is seen. For example, using
the laser blow-off system of W7-X [45], iron has been injected
and is observed spectroscopically to decay with time constants
of order 100 msec. There is corroborating evidence that this is
due to ITG turbulence: just as the ITG turbulence itself, the
impurity transport is directly influenced by the electron–ion
temperature ratio—a larger ratio of Te/T i leads to larger impu-
rity transport [46]. In turbulence-dominated phases the anoma-
lous contribution to the impurity transport is two orders of
magnitude higher than the neoclassical contribution [47]. This
transport channel has mainly a diffusive nature [48], and is
almost independent of the impurity charge Z [49]. During
turbulence-suppressed phases (‘virtuous cycle’), we observe
that the impurity confinement times are much longer and the
impurity content increases [49, 50]. This can be seen from
the 2D radiation profiles based on the bolometer measure-
ments viewing the triangular plasma cross section. Those in

discharge no. 20180918.45 (described in figure 3) obtained by
bolometer tomography [51] are shown in figure 9. The core
emission at t = 3.3 s (where the stored plasma energy Wp

reaches its maximum after pellet injection) is more intense
than that at t = 5.0 s. At the latter time, no pellet effect on
the plasma parameters is seen anymore and the plasma stabi-
lizes in a new state. In figure 9(c), the radial 1D (flux-surface
averaged) emission profiles derived from these 2D distribu-
tions are plotted together with those at t = 1.5 s (before
the pellets) and 2.5 s (during the pellets) to show the pro-
file evolution. Preliminary analyses of spectroscopic data con-
firm a clear rise of impurity densities (both for medium-Z
and high-Z impurity species) during the turbulence-suppressed
phase, and a clear drop after the turbulence-suppressed
phase ends. These data are being prepared for separate
publication [52].

5. NBI operation and peaked density profiles

NBI operation also provides a chance to fuel the plasma cen-
trally. High core densities in W7-X were achieved through
3.6 MW of neutral beam injection heating, with no ECRH [42].
These discharges reached core densities of 2 × 1020 m−3 with
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Figure 4. The normalized linear growth rate of electrostatic modes,
calculated by the GENE code for the W7-X standard configuration,
shows a reduced growth rate in a ‘valley’ where the temperature-
and density gradient scale lengths are comparable, suggesting that a
significant temperature gradient can be sustained without causing
strong turbulence, if the density gradient is also significant. This was
indeed the case for the transient high-performance phase of the
triple-product record shot. This calculation was done assuming Te =
T i. The high growth rates to the left (at high a/LTi) are due to ITG
turbulence, whereas the high growth rates to the right (at high
density gradients, a/Ln) are due to TEM turbulence. See also [39].

equilibrated ion and electron temperatures at around 1 keV.
The addition of 1 MW of ECRH was found to arrest the con-
tinual density rise, and raise the temperatures to about 1.5 keV.
The density gradient was flattened in the core by the intro-
duction of ECRH, while the density gradient just inside the
mid-radius was maintained. Combined heating scenarios will
be investigated further in future campaigns, as a path to higher
plasma performance.

6. General remarks on ITG turbulence

Recent findings from the LHD show that in ITG-dominated
discharges hydrogen isotopes readily mix, whereas when
trapped-electron mode (TEM) turbulence dominates, they do
not [53]. It appears that a non-negligible amount of ITG tur-
bulence is beneficial for impurity control as well as for fuel
(isotope) exchange and helium exhaust in a stellarator fusion
reactor, whereas too much ITG turbulence could potentially
clamp the ion temperature below the burn point.

The issues just described present a challenge for W7-X
in terms of finding high-confinement (turbulence-suppressed)
operational scenarios with benign impurity content—a chal-
lenge well-known in tokamaks. These challenges cannot be
taken as failures of the computational-optimization approach
taken in stellarator optimization, but they do indicate where
more research needs to be done. W7-X was optimized for
reduced neoclassical losses, but not for reduced turbulent
losses. Turbulent transport was not considered during the opti-
mization. It so happens that the benign TEM turbulence is a
byproduct of the optimization, and this was realized before

operation started [54, 55]. The first numerical results show-
ing promise for targeting benign turbulent transport during
the optimization in stellarators appeared about a decade ago
[10] and new results give hope that the saturated transport
caused by ITG-turbulence can be calculated much faster than
with full nonlinear codes [56, 57], which could allow further
prospects for turbulence optimization. For W7-X, develop-
ment of turbulence-suppressed, sustainable discharge scenar-
ios will be a major focus in the upcoming operational phases,
ideally combined with benign divertor heat loads and efficient
exhaust, hopefully arriving at the demonstration of turbulence-
suppressed, high-beta, detached plasmas in steady-state. The
major upgrades to the device described in the following will
help facilitate such a demonstration.

7. Scaling of confinement time with density

It is generally seen—in tokamaks as well as stellarators—that
at fixed heating power, higher density leads to longer con-
finement times. This is reflected in the positive 0.54 exponent
for electron density ne in the empirical ISS04 scaling [35],
developed for stellarators but broadly consistent with tokamak
confinement also, τE = 0.134a2.28R0.64P−0.61

heat n0.54
e B0.84ι0.41

It is expressed in terms of minor (a) and major (R) radius,
applied heating power Pheat, plasma density ne, magnetic field
strength B, rotational transform ι (iota) at 2/3 of the minor
radius, whereas, as discussed in the following, the plasma
temperature is an implicit variable.

W7-X ‘vicious cycle’ discharges (with ECRH heating and
edge gas particle fueling), are often stationary, allowing a rel-
atively straightforward calculation of confinement times. For
such discharges, the density dependence is weaker than pre-
dicted by ISS04 although still positive [43]. This scaling is
quite consistent with gyro-Bohm transport, as can be shown
straightforwardly using a simplified form of the scaling: τE ∝(

n
Pheat

) 3
5
B

4
5 . Using the relationship PheatτE ∝ nT ⇒ Pheat ∝

nT/τE to eliminate Pheat in favor of plasma parameters n and
T, one arrives at the gyro-Bohm scaling τE ∝ T− 3

2 B2 with no
direct density dependence.

The weaker density dependence found in W7-X ‘vicious
cycle’ discharges would appear to indicate that confinement
deviates from that expected by gyro-Bohm transport. The anal-
ysis of this issue is, however, not straightforward, and a com-
prehensive treatment will be left to later publications. A short
introduction to the complexity involved is given in the fol-
lowing: When the density is increased for discharges of the
‘vicious cycle’ type described in figure 5, the effect is not sim-
ply to lower the temperature(s). The power transferred from the
(directly heated) electrons to the ions occurs through Coulomb
collisions and is therefore proportional to n Te−Ti

T3/2
e

. Therefore,

if the density is increased, the ion temperature will increase,
whereas the electron temperature will decrease. So, while one
would expect a decrease in electron-scale ETG turbulence, one
might simultaneously see an increase in ITG-driven losses.
Thus, it is not clear a priori that the turbulent transport losses
overall would go down as the density is increased.
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Figure 5. A low-confinement ‘vicious cycle’ is started by having central electron heating and peripheral particle fueling and is perpetuated
because of details of ITG stability.

Figure 6. Discharges without pellet injection have relatively modest
triple products presumably due to the lack of density peaking. The
gray horizontal line ‘LHD best’ indicates the highest triple product
record achieved in the LHD for comparison. The two clusters of
higher-performance points at lower density and low (ECRH-only)
heating power are discharges that display spontaneous density
peaking for reasons not yet understood.

The future upgrades described in the next section will allow
sustained high densities, and direct ion heating, and electron-
and ion temperatures are therefore expected to be much closer
to each other. This should allow for a more straightforward
study of whether the gyro-Bohm scaling is applicable when
scaling to next-step stellarators.

8. Device upgrades

The results described here were obtained in OP1.2a and
OP1.2b, with an uncooled fine-grain graphite divertor, the test
divertor unit. In order to extend the pulses beyond the lim-
its of its adiabatic temperature-rise limits—which allowed a
total heating energy of 200 MJ in one pulse—a water-cooled
divertor is now being installed, that will allow up to 18 GJ
of heating energy in a single pulse (limited by the adiabatic

Figure 7. In this plot, triple products from pellet-fueled discharges
have been added (star symbols), clearly illustrating their higher
performance. Non-pellet NBI discharges have been assigned a
separate ‘+’ symbol. They do not appear to have improved
performance (see also section 5).

temperature rise of the finite water reservoir used for cool-
ing). At the time of writing, all the divertor modules have
been installed, and the project is on track for a completion
of in-vessel installation at the end of 2021. The water-cooled
divertor will be capable of steady-state heat flux-removal of
up to 10 MW m−2, and other components receiving substan-
tial heat loads, such as baffles, and heat shields, are also water
cooled in the upcoming phase. However, there will be a num-
ber of diagnostic systems that will only attain full steady-
state capability on a slightly longer time scale, one of them
being the divertor observation system consisting of ten endo-
scopes equipped with infrared—as well as visible-light cam-
eras. This system is necessary for safe operation of the divertor,
to ensure that the heat flux never exceeds the aforementioned
specification. In initial operation, this safe-guarding will occur
based on a combination of seven provisionally improved
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Figure 8. A ‘virtuous cycle’ can be started by pellet injection. A peaked density profile leads to having profiles residing in the ‘stability
valley’, the plasma having a low level of ITG turbulence, and consequently, there are long confinement times of both particles and energy,
and a small difference between Te and T i.

Figure 9. 2D radiation profiles in the triangular plasma cross section in pellet discharge no. 20180918.45 obtained by bolometer
tomography: at t = 3.3 s (a) shortly after pellet injection, where Wp reaches its maximum, there is significant core radiation, consistent with
an increased core impurity content, whereas at t = 5.0 s after pellet injections ended, the core radiation has decreased strongly. To the right
(c), the radial 1D emission profiles derived from the 2D distributions (flux-area averaged), with the addition of two more time points, t =
1.5 s (before pellets) and 2.5 s (during pellet injection), confirming buildup of core radiation during pellet injection.

immersion-tube-based IR observation systems already in oper-
ation on OP1.2, as well as three steady-state capable IR endo-
scopes. The transition to ten fully steady-state capable IR
endoscopes will stretch into 2024.

In each of the ten subdivertor spaces, a cryopump will be
installed, which will increase the effective exhaust rate from
approximately 30 000 l s−1 to approximately 130 000 l s−1,
a factor of 4.3. This will further ensure efficient exhaust of
particles.

An important system, in particular for turbulence suppres-
sion and high performance, will be the continuous pellet fuel-
ing system (CPFS) [58], which is projected to be operational at

or shortly after first plasma in fall 2022. This system will allow
for high and sustainable central fueling with hydrogen and
deuterium ice pellets with injection velocities up to 1000 m s−1

i.e. more than a factor of three higher than those of the blower-
gun system that was operating in OP1.2, whose pellet injection
speed was limited to 300 m s−1. The CPFS system is being
developed in a joint venture led by US partners at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory and Princeton Plasma Physics Labora-
tory, with substantial resources from NIFS in Japan and also
the W7-X home team. High hydrogen ice production rates have
been achieved in prototype testing, exceeding 1022 H atoms
s−1 for tens of minutes, and up to twice that for up to 3 min.
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Figure 10. The layout and upgraded capabilities of heating systems for the upcoming operation phase.

The necessary fueling rate to allow for sustained density peak-
ing (and thereby sustained reduction of ITG turbulence) is not
precisely known, but it is not unlikely that this system will be
capable of sustaining the density peaking for the full duration
of a long-pulse discharge in W7-X.

The heating systems will also see major upgrades, figure 10.
An increase from 10 to 12 gyrotrons will give a modest
increase in the near-steady-state ECRH heating capabilities,
and 1.5 MW gyrotrons are being developed to replace the
present ones that are limited to maximally 1 MW per gyrotron.
The NBI heating system will be doubled from 3.6 to 7.2 MW
for hydrogen operation and up to 10 MW operated with deu-
terium—this system is currently limited to operate for 10 s at
a time. An ICRH system will also be installed, adding 1.5 MW
of heating at an adjustable frequency in the range from 25 to
38 MHz [59]. This system will allow plasma startup at lower
field strengths as well as dedicated studies of the confinement
of high-energy ions.

9. Summary

The results obtained during preliminary operation of W7-
X have been very encouraging. The island divertor works
remarkably well, and the neoclassical optimization is success-
ful. Impurities are not a problem during turbulence-dominated
discharges, and are well screened from the core plasma by
the W7-X divertor. However, impurity injection experiments
during turbulence-suppressed phases show that impurity
accumulation could be a challenge for long-pulse, high-
performance discharges in the upcoming experimental cam-
paigns. Besides the references already given, readers are also
referred to other recent W7-X publications [60–64] for more
examples of recent results and more detailed descriptions.
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